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Ekalesia Kerisiano Niue Women’s Awareness & Climate Application. 

Introduction to Pia Initiative  

27th September 2023 – Millenium Hall 

The one-day workshop funded by GCF, facilitated by Niue Meteorological Services for 

EKN women’s group and supporting stakeholders. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The one-day workshop funded by GCF, facilitated by Niue Meteorological Services for 

EKN women’s group and supporting stakeholders.  

The Pia Initiative is a traditional knowledge linked to climate monitoring and 

observations of the past. The program aims to support and understand cultural 

knowledge linked to climate change past and present, merging with the science and 

technological advancements on Climate and weather forecasting. 

 

PROGRAM 

Introduction & Welcome by Jiare Rigamoto UNEP CIS-Pac5 (MC) 

Opening Prayer by Rev Esa Faitala 

Remarks by Lisi Poumale (EKN Womens Representative) 

Opening Remarks by Hon. Minister Mona Ainu’u (MNR)  

Presentations  

1. Niue Meteorological Service on climate applications & products by Sean Tukutama 

(Technical Officer). 

2. National Disaster Management Office on Preventive & Resilience on climate awareness 

and preparations by Robin Hekau. (Manager)  

3. Department of Utilities, Water & Power - statistics on water and power & climate 

relations by Clinton Chapman. (Director) 

4. Department of Environment on environmental issues/challengers & counter measures 

by Crispina Konelio (Environment Officer) 

5. Department of Agriculture Forestry & Fisheries on climate relations to agriculture 

forestry & fisheries along with Pia scientific name and description and its agricultural 

purposes, benefits etc. By Poi Okesene (Director) 

Morning Tea reception after the presentations (15-20min) 



Followed by a Q&A with attendees and answers by the respective presenters. (30-40min 

 
From Right to Left: Minister for Mineral & Natural Resources (Hon. Mona Faitala Ainu’u) 

EKN Women’s Representative: (Lisi Poumale), Reverend Esa Faitala.  

Presentations  

1 Niue Meteorological Service on climate applications & products by Sean Tukutama 

(Technical Officer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Sean Tukutama displayed Niue MET Services products such as the AWS stations and 

its services in providing real time data crucial for future forecasting and data 

comparison history. The changes in climate and weather patterns due to La Nina 

period approaching. He also spoke about the effects of climate change will have on 

our crops and our lifestyle. 



2. National Disaster Management Office on Preventive & Resilience on climate awareness 

and preparations by Robin Hekau. (Manager)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- NDMO manager Robin Hekau shared insights on how to prepare for natural 

disasters not only for the surrounding but the readiness/preparedness before and 

after a natural disaster. This included the storing of vital items and commodity such 

as water, basic food products – Flour, Sugar, Oil, tin food etc, Fuel, Batteries. And 

sanitized storage units. 

 

3. Department of Utilities, Water & Power - statistics on water and power & climate 

relations by Clinton Chapman. (Director) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- The Director Mr Clint Chapman spoke on the number of operational water bores 

around the island and the maintenance of keeping them running. He also spoke on 

climate change and the results of heavy rainfall and percentage of water collected by 

the Bores. He also addressed concerns they face with power consumptions and solar 

energy.  



 

4. Department of Environment on environmental issues/challengers & counter measures 

by Crispina Konelio (Environment Officer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Mrs Konelio spoke on activities Environment was undertaking and climate impacts 

on the environment. She also spoke on environmental governance, Biodiversity, 

Climate Change impacts, Waste Management.  

  

5. Department of Agriculture Forestry & Fisheries on climate relations to agriculture 

forestry & fisheries along with Pia scientific name and description and its agricultural 

purposes, benefits etc. By Poi Okesene (Director) 

- Director Okesene spoke on fisheries and forestry projects, monitoring data 

recordings and impacts climate change impacts on both fisheries and forestry. The 

movement of Tuna and Wahoo fishing due to LA NINA and past EL NINO  effects 

on ocean currents. Expounded on the Pia crop name and its uses and purpose, both 

cultural and commercial use. 

 

Morning Tea reception after the presentations (15-20min) 

Followed by a Q&A with attendees and answers by the respective presenters. (30-40min) 

 

The final 2 presentations were: 

1. Niue Foou Hospital on health and environmental impacts by Dr Ebony Pulu  

 

2. Taoga Niue on cultural & traditional practices with Pia (arrowroot) applications, 

processing procedures in the past and its relevance to todays methods.  

             By Moira Enetama. (Director) 

 

Final Q&A by attendees and presenters. (20-30mintues) 

Final remarks from Ekalesia Kerisiano Niue Womens representative (Ailepata Sionetuato) 



 

EKN Women & FCW Womens Group photo before Morning tea. 

 

 

Photo Above: taken in front of the Millenium Hall 

 

Ladies having a Deep Discussion, before the workshop started. 

 

 



 

 

SUMMARY  

The Ekalesia Kerisiano Niue Womens workshop on Awareness & Climate applications 

and Introduction to Pia (arrowroot) Initiative successfully drew a total of about 46 

participants.  

Invited departments presented relations towards their fields such as Agriculture Forestry 

& Fisheries, Utilities with water & power conservations, environmental impacts and 

planning and resilient preparations, community health & cultural changes with 

CLIMATE CHANGE & IMPACTS 

Positive and deep discussions and feedback from the presenters / participants was also a 

highlight for the workshop learning traditional & cultural methods towards the Pia 

initiative project by the EKN women’s group. The community group was also able to 

touch base on how the various departments were able to collaborate with each other 

connecting through climate change and impacts on the island’s progression towards 

economically and sustainability. Girls Brigade Niue catered for the Meal & refreshments.  

 

Report Compiled by  

Jiare Rigamoto 

UNEP CIS-Pac5 – Data Officer 

email: Jiare.Rigamoto@gov.nu 
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# Name Genda Department/Organization Role 

1 Jiare Rigamoto M PMCU – UNEP CIS-Pac5 Data Officer 

2 Mokasew  F FCW Toi  

3 Piga Tutakitoa F FCW Toi  

4 Matalosa Sionetuato F FCW Avatele Matua Fifine 

Akoako 

5 Ida Mougavalu F FCW Tamakautoga Tohi Kupu 

6 Diamond Tauevihi F FCW Mutalau Akoako Fifine 

7 Ailepata M 

Sionetuato 

F FCW Tuapa Matua Fifine 

Akoako 

8 E Ngatu Tukutama F FCW Liku Matua Fifine 

Akoako 

9 Esa Faitala F EKN Tuapa  Retired Clergy 

10 Bonnie Pihigia F FCW Tuapa  

11 Joanna Wrampling F PMCU – Readiness Project 

Coordinator 

12 Sandra Hiku Talagi F PMCU  Finance & Admin 

13 Ann Aholima  F PMCU – GCF Readiness Project Manager 

14 Sue Kulatea F PMCU Project Manager 

15 Hon Esa M Ainu’u F MNR Minister 

16 Mana Talagi F FCW Alofi Secretary 

17 Joyce T Talagi F FCW Hikutavake Tohi Kupu 

18 Lisi Poumale F FCW Liku  Tohi Kupu 

19 Heileen Togiamana F NDMO Assistant Manager 

20 Robin Hekau M NDMO Manager 

21 Moira Enetama F Taoga Niue Director  

22 Mauvaka Chapman M Department of Utilities Director 

23 Taveli Pavihi M Department of 

Environment 

Climate Officer 

24 Eme Laufoli F Department of 

Environment 

Ozone Officer 

25 Crispina Konolio F Department of 

Environment 

Environment 

26 Nogitoa kauie F FCW Lakepa Akoako Fifine 

27 Meleaminatama 

Peafati 

F FCW Lakepa Treasurer 

28 Poi Okesene M DAFF Director 

29 Lapeta Poihega F FCW Makefu  

30 Trudy Tohovaka F FCW  

31 Viva T Talagi F FCW Makefu  

32 Natasha Toeono 

Tohovaka 

F DAFF  



 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Niue Meteorological Services 

Director 

Rossy Mitiepo  

Email Rossy.Mitiepo@gov.nu 

 

 

 

 

 

33 Elenoa Salele F SPC – Fiji  

34 Joy Leolahi F GB Niue – Alofi  

35 Ernie Tohovaka F Makefu  

36 Cassandra Motufoou F GB Niue – Mutalau  

37 Susana Sinclair F GB Niue - Tamakautoga  

38 Zac Smith  M Private Sector  

39 Sean Tukutama M Niue Meteorological 

Service 

Technical Officer 

40 Helen Tukutama F Niue Meteorological 

Service 

Climate Officer 

41 Heleena Togakilo F PMCU – UNEP CIS-

Pac5 

Finance Officer 

42 Shane Tohovaka M PMCU – UNEP CIS-

Pac5 

Project Manager 

43 Mary Talaiti F FCW Vaiea  

44 Seila Talagi F FCW Tamakautoga  

45 Mrs Makani F FCW Tamakautoga  

46 Dr Ebony Pulu F Niue Foou Hospital Doctor 
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